[The toxin-producing capacity of populations of Vibrio cholerae of different origins].
As the result of the study of toxin formation in 165 V. eltor strains having different virulence, most of the virulent cultures have shown stable toxin production, though 5-10% of their colonies have proved to be nontoxigenic. In faintly virulent strains toxin production was found to be unstable, which is indicative of the heterogeneity of their population composition as regards their capacity for toxin formation. The population of avirulent strains consists mainly of nontoxigenic clones (95.7%).